
HOBOKEN BOARD OF EDUCATION 
JOSEPH F. BRANDT PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION  
215 9th Street v Hoboken, NJ 07030 v 201.356.3695 vFax: 201.356.3696 

       
Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez   |   Director of ECE & Principal   |   srodriguez@hoboken.k12.nj.us 

 

Rigor Relevance Relationships 

October 6, 2017 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
I hope that your children have gone home sharing regarding all of the wonderful learning that they did as 
it relates to the Week of Respect. Our entire student body participated in an assembly to highlight 
community, team building, and how we make and maintain positive relationships. At the core of this 
work was our very own Dr. Flores. She was joined by the dynamic duo of Brandt Super Buddies who led 
the children in being able to use their words and actions to share respect with all. The children were 
captivated and remained engaged throughout. At the classroom level, they read related books, wrote 
kindness pieces, and signed banners to signify their commitment to treating others with kindness and 
respect. Our halls were truly alive with all this very powerful spirit of positivity.  Remember to keep 
encouraging your children to use and model the words of the week: respect, kindness, accept, listen and 
help. That will continue to drive and grow our home and school connection.  
 
I have been doing some posting on the Dojo application for Grades K-2. My intent is to share powerful 
teaching tools and classroom activities as I see them happening in real time so that you can share in the 
school day with us. I also see this as an additional opportunity to inform on items that you could echo at 
home so that the home-school connection continues to strengthen and grow daily. On today I shared a 
picture from the very well attended Brandt Parent Consortium meeting held in our cafeteria. At this 
meeting I was honored to share in a little more detail regarding our Global Citizenship Initiative, Brandt 
Believes in Puerto Rico. Those that were in attendance were incredibly open to this and sounded very 
excited to participate. Please join us in collecting coins or whatever else you feel inclined to share. One of 
the parents asked if the school would consider sending literature regarding how to engage with children 
when there are tough times or when tragedy strikes. I was lucky enough to be able to get our PIRT Team 
Lead and School Psychologist, Dr. Flores, to speak and she shared that she will begin to gather resources 
like articles and book list. She will take the resources and house them on a google document that will be 
shared with the school community as a place for helpful hints and additional insight. Thank you so very 
much to our Brandt school community for making this request and to Dr. Flores for always coming 
through to provide teaching and learning opportunities.  
 
Finally, on yesterday and today all K-2 students participated in Picture Day. They came to school looking 
so beautiful and excited to share their big, happy smiles with the photographers. The photographers 
shared that our student body was engaging, smart, and very well behaved. I thank you for this and ask that 
you take the time to thank them on my behalf. I am more proud with every day that passes.  
 
Have a fantastic, long, weekend and remember to celebrate the contributions of Christopher Columbus. 
He embodies the spirit of adventure and risk-taking that we are growing daily in our school. 
 
Remember that a happy child is a learning child! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-up and around our amazing little town! 
 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
  


